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had little confidence could be accomplished 
the end of the Cold War. 

Within minutes of his swearing in, news 
broke in one of the most widely followed situa-
tions of that time. President Reagan an-
nounced the Iran hostage crisis was over. The 
Americans were coming home. Make no mis-
take the significance of his election was an in-
timidating and influential factor in their release. 

When the entire country was devastated by 
the Challenger tragedy, Reagan addressed a 
grieving nation by giving one of his most 
memorable and touching speeches. His ability 
to heal the brokenhearted was more than an 
admired political attribute. He never talked 
above the people, always to the people. It was 
what made him one of us. He just got it. 

And of course, there is his most beloved 
legacy. He single handedly made the jelly 
bean a national treasure. 

Reagan never took himself too seriously. 
Even when his own life was on the line, the 
leader of the free world was cracking jokes. 
On his way into emergency surgery after the 
1981 assassination attempt, he looked up at 
the surgeons and said, ‘‘I hope you are all Re-
publicans.’’ 

While he was a one-of-a kind politician the 
Everyman of our time. He was a pull yourself 
up by the boot straps kind of guy. 

From union halls to country clubs, everyone 
felt like Reagan was one of them. Being an 
American meant something to him He was un-
abashedly unapologetic for our country’s suc-
cess. 

He was the great defender of capitalism. 
Reaganomics was hailed ingenious by the 
supply-side, pro-growth economists and harsh-
ly criticized as voodoo by the big government 
crowd. 

Reagan proved that lower taxes and leaner 
government stimulates growth, spurs private 
enterprise, inspires harder work and enables 
more savings and investment. 

In the midst of another presidential election, 
Americans find themselves wondering where 
our next Ronald Reagan is. The American 
people got it then, and they want it back now. 

As we celebrate the 104th birthday of Presi-
dent Reagan this Friday (or the 65th anniver-
sary of his 39th birthday; he never missed a 
chance to poke fun at his own age), we 
should learn from The Great Communicator. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I was not present for 
roll call votes 59–64 due to a family emer-
gency. 

Had I been present, I would have voted no 
on #59, no on #60, no on #56, yes on #61, 
yes on #62, yes on #63, and no on #64. 
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HONORING TIM WEBB AND JUSTIN 
WOOTEN 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I submit re-
marks in honor of Mr. Tim Webb and Mr. Jus-

tin Wooten, communications officers at the 
Galax Police Department’s dispatch center, 
and also in recognition of the important work 
of all emergency dispatchers. 

On December 29, 2014, Mr. Webb was 
working his routine shift when he took an in-
coming call from Cheri Grable and her daugh-
ter Melissa, who were caring for 17-month-old 
Aidan Paul Walker, Melissa’s son. Aidan had 
been running a slight fever, but it took a sud-
den, dramatic spike, which caused him to con-
vulse violently. Aidan stopped breathing, and 
his eyes rolled back into his head. 

Mr. Webb’s partner at the dispatch center, 
Mr. Justin Wooten, dispatched the call and 
fielded other duties so Mr. Webb could assist 
Cheri and Melissa with young Aidan. 

However, the nearest ambulance was nearly 
20 minutes from their home. When it was 
made clear that neither Cheri nor Melissa 
were trained in CPR, Mr. Webb—who is a cer-
tified CPR instructor and had worked for Lau-
rel and Pipers Gap rescue squads for 20 
years—walked Cheri through performing CPR 
and helping Aidan breathe again. As noted by 
WSLS’ Bethany Teague, this is especially no-
table because the Galax Police Department 
does not have emergency medical dispatch 
certification, so dispatchers like Mr. Webb typi-
cally are not allowed to provide CPR instruc-
tions over the phone. 

‘‘I never have done CPR on anybody,’’ 
Cheri told the Galax Gazette. ‘‘[A]nd [Mr. 
Webb] told me what to do, and I did it, and the 
baby came back to life.’’ 

Aidan began breathing about a minute into 
the CPR. But Mr. Webb stayed with them over 
the phone, checking the boy’s pulse and keep-
ing Cheri and Melissa calm. About 18 minutes 
after the dispatch call, the ambulance arrived 
and EMTs took Aidan on board. He was taken 
to Northern Hospital in Surry County, North 
Carolina for further treatment. 

Galax Police Chief Rick Clark said of Mr. 
Webb, ‘‘He did an exceptional job. He de-
serves to be recognized. In my mind he’s a 
hero.’’ 

However, Mr. Webb wishes to share his rec-
ognition with his partner that day, Mr. Wooten. 
Mr. Webb said, ‘‘Without him, this couldn’t 
have been a success. Without Justin taking 
care of other calls while this was going on 
. . . if one person had tried to handle this call, 
dispatch and handle radio traffic as well . . . 
I just don’t know that it could have been done. 
Within the first 15 seconds, he had it dis-
patched. And he’s only worked with me a 
year. For someone with that level of experi-
ence—he really deserves a pat on the back.’’ 

This isn’t the only recognition Mr. Webb has 
received for his work. Last spring, he and 
other 911 dispatchers received an award from 
the Association of Public Safety Communica-
tions Officials’ Virginia Chapter for their efforts 
in regards to the tragic 2013 Easter Sunday 
car accident on Interstate 77, which involved 
more than 90 vehicles. 

The efforts of communications officers such 
as Mr. Webb, Mr. Wooten, and other emer-
gency workers may go largely unrecognized, 
but their actions and service to the community 
are to be commended. I am honored to pay 
tribute to Mr. Webb, Mr. Wooten, and others 
like them. Please join me in thanking Mr. 
Webb, Mr. Wooten, and others for all that they 
have done and continue to do for the people 
of this great nation. 

175TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
CHARTER FOR SOUTHWESTERN 
UNIVERSITY 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the 175th anniversary of the 
charter for Southwestern University in George-
town, TX. The Lone Star State’s first institution 
of higher education and Texas’ leading under-
graduate liberal arts and sciences university, 
Southwestern has progressed from its early 
pioneering roots to become a vibrant and di-
verse center of growth and potential. 

By fostering a liberal arts community whose 
values and actions encourage contributions to-
ward the well-being of humanity, Southwestern 
reflects the best values of Central Texas. 
Southwestern offers small classes and numer-
ous collaborative undergraduate research op-
portunities. Over 1,500 students enjoy the 
warm, small-town feel of historic Georgetown 
as well as the close proximity of Austin with its 
vibrant, innovative, and creative culture. Out-
side the classroom, students are civically en-
gaged and volunteer in the community at more 
than twice the national average. Half of all stu-
dents study abroad and most take advantage 
of leadership, service, and activism opportuni-
ties in Southwestern’s 90+ student organiza-
tions. 

Engaging minds remains at the forefront of 
the university’s mission. Southwestern profes-
sors balance the highest level of scholarship 
with a serious dedication to teaching and col-
laboration with our students. The university 
has been recognized as a leading institution of 
higher learning. Both U.S. News & World Re-
port and USA Today College rank South-
western University the top national liberal arts 
colleges in Texas. Southwestern is consist-
ently recognized as one of 40 colleges in the 
publication Colleges That Change Lives. 

I’m proud that Southwestern University calls 
my congressional district home. For 175 
years, this great college has been trans-
forming lives and preparing our nation’s next 
generation of leaders for success. I wish 
Southwestern University only the best as it 
continues its proud mission of scholarly excel-
lence. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H. RES. 92, RES-
OLUTION COMMEMORATING THE 
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF PROJECT 
HEAD START 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride and deep appreciation for the op-
portunities this great nation affords to its citi-
zens that I rise to announce that joined by 
more than 65 co-sponsors, I have today intro-
duced H. Res. 92, a resolution commemo-
rating the 50th anniversary of Project Head 
Start, one of the signal achievements of the 
Great Society and boldest initiatives launched 
by the nation in the War on Poverty. 

Launched in the White House Rose Garden 
on May 18, 1965, by President Lyndon Baines 
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